Holy Trinity Church, Ratoath

01-8256207 | ratoathparish@gmail.com | M www.ratoathparish.ie
Opening hours for the Parish Office: 10.00am — 1.00pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

19" July 2020

Eucharistic Adoration on Wednesdays from 10.00am to 10.00pm. All are welcome.
Holy Hour in the Nursing Home chapel on Monday and Friday evenings at 7.30pm. Suspended.

Mass on Sunday 19* July at |1.00am will be streamed. The link is https://youtu.be/t9vOBgglYrE
Mass on Sunday 26 July at |1.00am will be streamed. The link is https://youtu.be/cbDW2FLfNGk

Eucharistic Adoration has resumed on Wednesdays from 10.00am to 10.00pm

We welcome Chloe Connolly, Tadgh O’Buachalla and Ted Herlihy into the Christian community.
They were baptised recently.

Youth 2000 Summer E-Festival 14" -16™ August. Register free on www.youth2000.ie.
This year the content will be online, with as much as possible live-streamed and interactive.

Baptisms have resumed. Baptisms will be held at different times on Saturday I, 15" & 22" August.
Those who wish to have their child baptised in the month of August should contact the parish office and
we will explain the protocols that are in place.

19 July [ Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 26 July | Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

7.00pm [ Marie Reilly (Month’s Memory) 7.00am | Patsy, Rita & Agnes McCabe
9.00am Beenie Reilly 9.00am
[1.00am | Des Kelly [1.00am

Margaret & Luke Ralph & the deceased
members of the family

Thomas & Margaret Campbell & the
deceased members of the family
12.15pm | Noleen Crowley [2.15pm | John Kellett (Junior)
Kathleen Devine Sarah Browne

Safe Return to Sunday Masses.
We are delighted to welcome our parishioners as we gradually return to the public celebration of Mass

and the sacraments. It is an opportunity for us to gather again as a people of God to worship our Lord
and Saviour and to receive the Eucharist — the Bread of Life.

People have come to the realisation that “watching Mass” is very different from being physically present
and participating in the celebration with other members of their family and the community. For all its
advantages and immediacy, the virtual is no substitute for physical presence with the assembled
community.

We grateful to all who have volunteered to assist us so that parishioners can safely return to our church
and who are there to see that we follow the guidelines that have been laid down and we ask you to
follow their directions.

The Government document states that congregations should be encouraged to wear facemasks.
Instructions will be given at Masses as how to approach for the reception of Holy Communion.
Holy Communion should be received in the hand.

Collection baskets will not be passed along during Mass, but collectors will collect at the entrance to the
church/ or collection baskets will be placed near the doors of the church.

It is important to observe social distancing at all time — in approaching and leaving the church and in the
church building.


https://youtu.be/t9vOBggIYrE
https://youtu.be/cbDW2FLfNGk
http://www.youth2000.ie/

‘Praying Thoughtfully During the Pandemic’

During this COVID-19 pandemic the prayer dfter the Our Father in the Communion Rite offers a fruitful space for
spiritual reflection and nourishment. Divided into seven articles it both asks and anticipates the help of God in this
harrowing time of illness, isolation and uncertainty about what the future holds.

The first, ‘Deliver us, Lord, we pray from every evil’, picks up on and prolongs the last petition of the Our
Father. The poignancy of adding ‘every’ puts into focus the presence of evil in the many forms that people
experience it, especially in the course of the pandemic which brings woe and worry in ways that were
previously imaginable only in fiction and film. The opening word ‘Deliver’ recognises that God is the ultimate
source of our salvation (from the Latin salus; wellbeing and safety). It is also a reminder that, as Pope Francis
declares, ‘Jesus taught us to ask daily for deliverance from “the evil one” lest his power prevail over us’
(Rejoice and Be Glad, 160).

The second ‘graciously grant peace in our days’ gathers together the two great signs of God’s presence and
power in the Holy Spirit. From the Latin for gift, grace is the ground of God’s life in us that is the basis of
growth in goodness and holiness. The Christian understanding — and undertaking — of peace is positive,
presupposing not only the absence of conflict but promoting the fullness of life that sharing in the paschal
mystery of Christ invites us to inherit. Again, ‘in our days’, adds an urgency to the petition to protect us from
peril and preserve us in peace through the course of the pandemic.

The third, ‘that, by the help of your mercy’, takes us to the heart of the Gospel. Commenting on the
parable of the prodigal son Pope emeritus Benedict XVI states that ‘above all, this Gospel text has the power
of speaking to us of God, of enabling us to know His face and better still, His heart’. This revelation of God is
realised in the mission of mercy that is manifested in the compassion that Jesus continually shows in the
course of his ministry and completes with his suffering on the cross.

The helping heart of God leads to the fourth, that ‘we may be always free from sin’. A time of lockdown
does not put love on the long finger but leads us to seek newer and deeper ways of imagining and incarnating
love of God and neighbour. Desiring to be ‘always free from sin’ demands an awareness that the assistance of
the Holy Spirit is a continual ask. It is in God’s faithfulness and forgiveness that we finally find freedom as the
children of a merciful Father.

The second wing of God’s helping mercy is to keep us ‘safe from all distress’. This prayer for divine
protection calls to mind the confidence of the Psalmist, that ‘God is for us a refuge and strength, a helper
close at in time of distress’ (45:1). In this time of distress, with daily statistics of disease and death, we ask for
the strength of the Holy Spirit to sustain us, to support all who serve the sick and serve society in so many
ways, to drive away despair and fear from the future.

The sixth article shifts from asking to announcing, ‘as we await the blessed hope’. Building upon the human
need to hold families and friends together in the long and lonely hours of social distancing and separation, faith
unfolds the horizon of hope for the church cut off from its sacramental celebrations in the present. As we
anticipate the ‘blessed hope’ of holiness in heaven we trust that, in the words of Dame Julian of Norwich who
lived through the Black Death, ‘all shall be well and all manner of thing[s] shall be well’.

The seventh culminates with the assurance of faith in ‘the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ’. The prophet
Hosea’s confidence that the Lord ‘will come as certain as the dawn’ (6:3) is surpassed by the joyful conviction
that even (and eventually) when the dawn expires on earth, Jesus the Lord will come in glory to gather the
harvest of God’s Kingdom. Associated in the Creed with judgement, this article asks that Christians put
prayer into practise and perform the corporal works of mercy so as ‘to bring forth fruit in charity for the life
of the world’.

Fr. Kevin O’Gorman S.M.A,, Professor of Moral Theology, Pontifical University, Maynooth



