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Opening hours for the Parish Office: 10.00am – 1.00pm Monday, Wednesday, Friday
                                                                                                                                                                               2nd January 2022
Eucharistic Adoration on Wednesdays from 10.00am to 7.00pm. 
There will be no Eucharistic Adoration Wednesday 5th January 

Thursday is the Feast of the Epiphany. Masses at 11.00am and 12.15pm 

The intentions of Pope Francis for the month of January
For true human fraternity: We pray for all those suffering from religious discrimination and persecution; may their own right and dignity be recognised, which originate from being brothers and sisters in the human family.

The Parish Office will be reopen on Wednesday 5th January.




	2 Jan
	Second Sunday of Christmas
	9 Jan
	The Baptism of the Lord

	1 7.00pm
	
	1  7.00pm
	Serghei Buga (Month’s Memory) 

	1 9.00am
	
	1  9.00am
	Maureen Walsh

	1 11.00am
	Eamonn Coyne (Month’s Memory)
Joan & Bob Slattery & Thady Murray
Christina & Christy Rooney
George Courtney
Jack & Eileen & John Courtney
	1 11.00am
	Ben Glynn
John, Brian, Michael & Mary Brazil

	1 12.15pm
	Ann Malone
Tom Murphy
Marie & Michael Murphy
	1 12.15pm
	Eileen Flinter




 
Monday                 Ellen Lynam                               Wednesday            Special Intention
Thursday               Patrick, Catherine & Amy White & Annie Clarke (11.00am)
                            Helen O’Leary	
Friday                   Mass for all those on the Parish List of the Dead
*************************************************************************************************
                                         A Prayer at this time of Pandemic
May the Word made flesh, in this time of pandemic and in this sacred season, bring us healing and hope and may you and yours experience a great confidence, that will strengthen all of us who resolve to live our faith, fully and go on with life, picking up the pieces and then, be blessed with a New Year of harmony and peace.
****************************************************************************************************

A Prayer at the beginning of the New Year
God of this New Year, we are walking into mystery. 
We face the future not knowing what the days and months will bring to us or how we will respond. 
Be love in us as we journey. May we welcome all who come our way. 
Deepen our faith to see all of life through your eyes.
Fill us with hope and an abiding trust that you dwell in us amidst our joys and sorrows. 
Thank us for the treasures of our faith life. 
Thank you for the gift of being able to rise each day with the assurance of your walking through the day with us. God, of this new year, we praise you. Amen                                                    (Joyce Rupp)
***************************************************************************************************


We wish all our parishioners blessings and graces for the New Year
Excerpt of the Homily of Pope Francis for Christmas
In the night a light comes on. An angel appears, the glory of the Lord envelops the shepherds and finally comes the announcement awaited for centuries: "Today a Saviour is born for you, who is Christ the Lord". What the angel adds is surprising, however. He shows the shepherds how to find God who has come to earth: "This is the sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger". Here is the sign: a child. That's all: a child in the raw poverty of a manger. There are no more lights, brilliance, choirs of angels. Just a baby. Nothing else, as Isaiah had foretold: "A child is born for us”.
The Gospel insists on this contrast. It recounts the birth of Jesus beginning with Caesar Augustus, who makes the census of the whole earth: it shows the first emperor in his greatness. But, immediately after, he takes us to Bethlehem, where there is nothing great: just a poor child wrapped in swaddling clothes, with shepherds around. And there is God, in smallness. Here is the message: God does not ride greatness, but falls into smallness. Smallness is the way he has chosen to reach us, to touch our hearts, to save us and bring us back to what matters.
Brothers and sisters, stopping in front of the crib we look at the centre: let's go beyond the lights and decorations, which are beautiful, and contemplate the Child. In his smallness there is all God.                  Let us recognize him. … Today everything is reversed: God comes to the small world. Its greatness is offered in smallness.
And do we – let us ask ourselves – know how to accept this way of God? It is the challenge of Christmas: God reveals himself. He makes himself small in the eyes of the world and we continue to seek greatness according to the world. God lowers himself and we want to climb on the pedestal… God goes in search of the shepherds, of the invisible; we seek visibility, to make ourselves seen.  Jesus is born to serve and we spend the years chasing success.                                                    God does not seek strength and power, he asks for tenderness and inner smallness.
But there's more. Jesus does not want to come only in the little things of our life, but also in our smallness: in our feeling weak, fragile, inadequate, perhaps even wrong. Sister and brother, if, as in Bethlehem, the darkness of the night surrounds you, if you feel a cold indifference around you, if the wounds you carry inside cry out: "You count little, you are worth nothing, you will never be loved as you want", this night, if you feel this, God responds and tells you: "I love you as you are. Your smallness does not frighten me, your fragility does not disturb me. I made myself small for you. To be your God I became your brother. Beloved brother, beloved sister, do not be afraid of me, but find your greatness in me. I am close to you and only this is what I ask you: trust me and open my heart."……
Let us look once again at the crib and see that Jesus at birth is surrounded precisely by the little ones, by the poor. They are the shepherds. They were the simplest and were the closest to the Lord. They found it because, "sleeping in the open air, they watched all night guarding their flock". They were there to work, because they were poor and their life had no schedules, but depended on the flock. They could not live as and where they wanted, but they adjusted according to the needs of the sheep they cared for. And Jesus was born there, close to them, close to the forgotten of the peripheries. It comes where the dignity of man is put to the test. He comes to ennoble the excluded and reveals himself above all to them: not to cultured and important people, but to poor people who worked…
Let us look one last time at the crib. Let us return to Bethlehem. It does us good to go there, docile to the Christmas Gospel, which presents the Holy Family, the shepherds and the Magi: all people on a journey. Brothers and sisters, let us set out on a journey, because life is a pilgrimage. Let's get up, let's laugh because tonight a light has come on. It is a gentle light and reminds us that in our littleness we are beloved children, children of the light. Brothers and sisters, let us rejoice together, because no one will ever extinguish this light, the light of Jesus, which from tonight shines in the world.
“When the song of the Angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the Kings and Princes are home,
When the Shepherds are back with their flocks,
The work of Christmas begins: 
To find the lost; to heal the broken; to feed the hungry; 
to release the prisoner; to build the nations; to bring peace among others; 
to make music in the heart”.                        (Howard Thurman)





















































The Diocese of Meath has a Safeguarding Children Policy; you may access this on www.meathsafeguarding.ie


































                                                          Altar Servers 
As we begin to resume all ceremonies in our church, we are looking for new altar servers and we want to welcome back our existing altar servers. The role of the altar server is very important as they give valuable assistance each weekend at our Masses. Becoming an altar server is a good way for children to be involved in the Church. We are now recruiting altar servers from children in 4th, 5th and 6th classes. If parents are willing to give consent, we ask you to come to the sacristy after any Mass at the weekend and pick up a consent form.  




If you are feeling suicidal, there are many people who will gladly help you if you let them know you have a problem.
If you feel like talking to someone outside of your family and friends, there are many services available to help you, such as one of the many suicide helplines which include

Samaritans Freephone 116 123 
SOSAD – 041 984 8754
Childline (for children and young people up to the age of 18). 1800 66 66 66
1 life Freephone (24hrs) 1800 247 100 or text the word HELP to 51444

For professional, one to one support contact Pieta – in a crisis Free phone 1800 247 247 or to make an appointment with a therapist phone 0818 111 126.







You can listen to the weekly faith podcast, Faithcast on www.catholicnews.ie
Covid-19 Support Line for Older People: ALONE manage a national support line and additional supports for older people who have concerns or are facing difficulties relating to COVID-19. Professional staff is available to answer queries and give advice and reassurance where necessary. 
The support line is open seven days a week, 8am - 8pm, by calling 0818 222 024

 Affordable Live-in Homecare provides live-in carers for the elderly in your area. If you are looking for a live-in carer for your relative, please call Eileen or Tom today on 087 9916791 or 087 7440729. 
Our website is www.alhomecare.ie


The Diocese of Meath has a Safeguarding Children Policy; you may access this on www.meathsafeguarding.ie 


You can listen to the weekly faith podcast, Faithcast on www.catholicnews.ie

The Diocese of Meath has a Safeguarding Children Policy; you may access this on www.meathsafeguarding.ie 

There is now a live online donation facility via the Diocese of Meath website (www.dioceseofmeath.ie) which will allow individuals to donate either directly to the Parish of their choice or to one of the central Diocesan funds. 
There are two easy to use electronic ‘Donate Buttons’ on the front page of the website. 
The first button is called ‘Parish Collections’. This button allows you to donate to any of our 69 Parishes towards the Weekly Collection or the Clergy Collection. This money is credited to the central Diocesan bank account and at the end of each month any monies collected will be directly transferred to the relevant local parish bank account by the Diocesan finance staff. 
The second button is called ‘Diocesan Collections’. This allows a donor to donate directly to the central Diocesan fund, the fund for Sick and Retired Priests or the fund for the Education of Students for Priesthood. 

Ratoath Junior National School: Notice re enrolment of children for 2022/23 
If you have a child or know of a child who is due to start school in the year 2022/23 and wishes to be considered for a place in Ratoath Junior National School The Parents/Guardians of the child should fill out and submit our "Notification of Enrolment Form " available on the school web site www.ratoathjuniorns.ie  or phone 01 8256639 to request the form




Parishioners who wish to make a contribution to the parish by standing order should contact the parish office on 01-8256207 or email ratoathparish@gmail.com
You can listen to the weekly faith podcast, Faithcast on www.catholicnews.ie	


This weekend, as part of their “Do This in Memory of Me” programme, we welcome to our Masses the boys and girls of Second Class who are preparing for their First Confessions and First Communion. We welcome them along with their parents.

Legion of Mary meetings are held each Tuesday at 7.00 pm in the Parish Pastoral Centre. New members are very welcome. Further information Mary Hannigan 086 083 9295

 Columbarium in the Parish Cemetery

You may have noticed that we have erected a columbarium in the parish cemetery after the proposal was approved by the Parish Finance Committee.
 
A columbarium is a place for the interment of cremated remains.                         This is an option that more and more people are requesting. Initially we have erected a columbarium housing 30 niches. It is less costly to purchase a niche than a grave plot and there is no maintenance attached to them.                                                                 As a general rule each niche in the columbarium will have a maximum capacity of three urns (depending on the size of the urn).

Just as we would honour a person’s physical body by giving him/her a permanent resting place, so too we honour cremated remains by giving them a permanent resting place.  
When cremation is chosen, the preferred sequence is to have the body present for the celebration of the Funeral Mass, followed by cremation. The interment or entombment of the cremated remains takes place at a later date.   

The parish has devised a policy for the regulations that will govern the interment of cremated remains in Ratoath Parish Cemetery which will be made available to those who wish to purchase a niche. Niches cannot be purchased in advance. 

If, over time, there is a growing demand from parishioners for cremation, then we have the option of adding a further columbarium in the cemetery later. 


Bank of Ireland  Main Street, Ashbourne Co Meath
                    Account Name: Ratoath Church Account No1 Current Account
                    Sort Code: 
                                       Account number:  10247285	
                                 IBAN: IE33 BOFI 9031 8910 2472  85
                                 Bank Identifier code BOFIIE2D 
For 2020

Friday is the Commemoration of all the Faithful Departed (All Soul’s Day). 
Masses at 9.45am and 7.00pm. The church in her pilgrim members, from the very earliest days, has honoured with great respect the memory of the dead and “because it is a holy and a wholesome thought to pray for the dead that they might be loosed from their sins”, she offers her prayers for them.

November is traditionally dedicated as the Month of the Holy Souls when we pray in a special way for family members/ relatives/ friends who are no longer with us. By a long standing tradition, many people choose to abstain from alcohol for the month of November and offer this sacrificial act for the benefit of their deceased loved ones and for the souls in Purgatory. 
The sheets and envelopes for the List of the Dead are available at the back of the church. We ask you to fill them in and return them to the box at the back of the church before early November. All on the Parish List of the Dead are prayed for at all Masses in November and on the first Friday of every month. 
Our safeguarding children team is made up of Gerardine Rogers, and myself. (or Eileen Doherty and myself). 

We work with Frs. Gerry and Brendan to help ensure a positive experience for children taking part of parish activities.

We follow the Church’s child safeguarding policy, available at www.meathsafeguarding.ie and, as part of the process of implementing this policy, we have in place various procedures which some of you may be familiar with. 
These include codes of behaviours for children and adults involved in parish activities, consent forms which parents and children sign before participating in activities, adequate supervision and good recruitment practices, including Garda vetting. 

The parish representatives, together with Frs. Gerry and Brendan, have received training and ongoing support in this work.

All contact details for the parish safeguarding representative are available in the notice board and on the screen in the church porch. Likewise you can find contact details for the Designated Liaison Person, who refers any concerns and complaints to the relevant authorities.

We would like to acknowledge the children who participate in our parish activities; we appreciate their good work and hope they will continue to be part of our parish life. Thanks also to the volunteers and to the parents. 

Your enthusiasm, care and welcoming manner plays a huge part in ensuring that children have a positive experience in our parish.


When writing cheques for the White Envelope Collection please make it out to “Ratoath Parochial Development Fund” as the bank will no longer accept “Ratoath Parish”.

The Diocese of Meath has a Safeguarding Children Policy; you may access this on www.meathsafeguarding.ie 

The Designated Liaison Person is  If you have any child protection concerns, you may contact her on    08            or you may contact the HSE and Garda directly.

			Church Gate Collections  - a reminder
We wish to remind all those who have permits for collections at the church gates from An Garda Siochana to abide by the conditions of the permits which stipulate clearly that 		                                                         
(1) the collection can take place after Mass
(2) the collection point is not less than 10 (ten) metres from each public entrance to the church grounds and (3) that the collection or the collectors do not interfere with the free passage of people entering the church grounds to attend Mass. The collection points are clearly marked on the church walls. 

			Church Gate Collections
The Chief Superintendents Office of An Garda Siochana in the Meath division has amended the conditions on church gate permits as and from the 1st March 2012. 		                                                          (1) the removal of the after Mass times condition and the introduction of two new conditions                   (1) the collection point is not less than 10 (ten) metres from each public entrance to the church grounds and (2) that the collection or the collectors do not interfere with the free passage of people entering the church grounds to attend Mass. The collection points are clearly marked on the church walls. 
 

						Funeral Liturgies 
We wish to draw attention to the diocesan practice in the relation to panegyrics and eulogies at funerals.
 The funeral liturgy in its prayers and readings has a very clear and intended focus. It is a prayer of petition for the deceased, a prayer commending the deceased to God’s tender mercy and compassion, a prayer rooted in the hope engendered by the death and resurrection of Christ. In the directives for the funeral Mass it is stated “A brief homily, based on the readings, should always be given at the funeral liturgy, but never any kind of eulogy. The homilist should dwell on God’s compassionate love and on the paschal mystery of the Lord proclaimed in the Scripture readings”.
The following regulations are to be followed at all funerals.                                                              1. Appreciations or eulogies by family members or friends of the deceased should not take place in the Church but may take place after the Rite of Committal in the cemetery or when the family and friends gather.                                                                                                                           2. The ambo is for the proclamation of the Word of God.                                                             3. Readings at the Funeral liturgy should be taken from the Lectionary.                                          4. Secular songs, poems and texts devoid of a Christian content are out of place in the Funeral Liturgy. 													      5. A post- Communion reflection of a prayerful nature can be given after Communion but this should be agreed beforehand with the Celebrant and should not be used as a cloak for a eulogy					                                                     




 Weekly Church Collection  January 2022
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2019
A word of thanks for Christmas

We would like to thanks all who assist us in the Parish during the year – our sacristans; the altar society and the church cleaners; our choirs including the parish choir, the folk group, the youth choir and the children’s choir; our cantors and choir directors; our organists; our readers and their co-ordinators; ministers of Holy Communion and their co-ordinators; our liturgy committee; the baptismal team; those who assist us for the “Do this in Memory of Me” programme and the Confirmation Preparation programme; our parish safeguarding representatives; the offertory basket collectors; the Legion of Mary and the St. Vincent de Paul Society and those who participate in weekly Eucharistic adoration.

We also thank our grounds men  James  who look after the church grounds and the cemetery and Patsy and Maureen who work in the Parochial House and Parish Office.

We thank those who advise and assist us in the management and administration of the parish especially the Parish Finance Committee and our accountant Theo Orton.

Thanks to Ratoath Garden Centre who donated the Christmas tree for our Church this year and all in the altar society who prepared and decorated the church for Christmas.

At our Masses over the Christmas season we remember in a special way our parishioners who lost a loved one in the past 12 months and we pray for our deceased parishioners.

We send our best wishes and congratulations to the couples who were married here during the year; to the boys and girls who were confirmed in May; to the children who received their Holy Communion this year and to all who were baptised during 2018.

We thank all involved in our four parish schools – the Principals and their teaching staff, and all other staff members; the Boards of Management and Parents Associations; and we wish continued success and happiness to all the pupils.

A warm welcome to those who are new to our community, to those who are home from abroad and we think too of all our parishioners who are away from home this Christmas and we remember them in our prayers at this time.

And finally, to you our parishioners, we would like to thank you most sincerely for your kindness and support to us during the year. We wish you and all your family a happy and blessed Christmas and every good wish for the New Year.						                         Frs. Gerry and Brendan
****************************************************************************


								
                      Bank of Ireland Main Street,  Ashbourne Co Meath
                      Ratoath Church Account No I Current Account
                     Account Number 10247285
                     IBAN  IE33  BOFI 9031 8910 2472 85
                    Bank Code BOFIIE2D    Branch 90-31-89

2019

Information  Required
For Theo Orton 
Audit  2019

Cheque Book number 1 account          Book numbers  34- 37
Cheque Book Number 2 account          2 books
Parochial Development  Fund	        2 book

All Bank Statements from
Allied Irish Bank
Bank of Ireland

Credit Union Print out for year 2019 
Payments Slips


Employees Tax Year  information

Petty Cash  Parish Office
Housekeeping Receipts 
Parish Funds
Fr Gerry’s Accounting Books
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Holy Week Ceremonies
2020

Trocaire Boxes can be returned from now onwards. Your contribution can be placed in the box that will be placed at the altar (near the baptismal font). Please do not leave your contribution at the back of the church. Thank you for your generosity to this year’s Lenten appeal, which will make a real and lasting difference to people’s lives.

	                       Confessions in Holy Week
Tuesday and Wednesday      After Morning Mass
Good Friday                        After Stations of the Cross
Saturday                 	   From 11.30am – 12.30pm



Monday to Wednesday                     Mass at 9.45am
Holy Thursday         Mass of the Lord’s Supper                                8.00pm
 	
On Holy Thursday we recall the Last Supper the night before Jesus died. The Last Supper was the first Mass celebrated by Jesus when he gathered with his disciples and told them “do this in memory of me”.
 
After the Holy Thursday ceremony, you are welcome to pray at the Altar of Repose. Adoration will end with night prayer at 9.40pm
 
Good Friday                     Stations of the Cross                               3.00pm











We will journey the Way of the Cross and pray and reflect at                                        each station.
 
                                            Celebration of the Lord’s Passion           8.00pm

This is the main celebration for Good Friday. We hear again the story of Christ’s suffering and death. We venerate the Cross and at the conclusion of this solemn but simple service, we receive Holy Communion.

Holy Saturday                  Easter Vigil                                              8.00pm


On this Holy Night, we pass from the darkness of death on Good Friday to the empty tomb and the joy of Christ’s resurrection.       The light of Christ and the blessing of new water remind us of our hope in the Risen Christ. The Lord is risen alleluia.




Easter 2020
Many thanks to all who helped with the Holy Week ceremonies. 
Sacristans and servers, youth group; altar society and church cleaners.
The Parish Choir, the Children’s Choir, organists, musicians and cantors.
Commentator, readers and Eucharistic Ministers.
 Participants in the washing of the Feet and                                                   the presentation of the gifts on Holy Thursday.              Eucharistic ministers who took Holy Communion to the sick and housebound.
Those who assisted for the Veneration of the Cross,        and those who lead the Stations on Good Friday.
Those who prepared the Palm for Palm Sunday,                         the altar of repose for Holy Thursday and those           who prepared the flowers and the sanctuary for    Holy Thursday, the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday.
We wish all our parishioners a very happy and Joyful Easter.

An Easter Blessing
May the Lord bless you this Easter time;
Bless you with faith, guard you in doubt;
Bless you with hope, uplift you in despair;
Bless you with love, keep you from fear;
Bless you with peace, calm you in trouble; 
Bless you with mercy; help you forgive; 
Bless you with joy, comfort you in sorrow; 
So your heart may rejoice in Him who is Risen. Amen


New Man working in the Grounds of the Parish Church
Sean Tubridy          Phone  Number   087 272 3898
Start Date              21 November  2019
Duties: Cutting Grass in parish grounds,  Care of the Parish Centre
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